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Sao Tome & Principe 


Further on 7 March Coup Attempt 


Origin Still ‘Unknown’ 
ABO91217 Paris AFP in French 1134 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[By Bernard Apfeldorfer] 


[Excerpts] Libreville, 9 Mar (AFP)}—The Sao Tome 
authorities seem to have quickly overcome the armed 
commando unit that entered their territory, it was indi- 
cated today by diplomatic sources in Libreville, where 
the origin of this coup d'etat described as “suicidal” is 
still unknown. [passage omitted] 


Sources in Libreville underline the “suicidal” nature of 
the attempt by the commando members whose number 
was apparently not high. But the authors of the attempt 
probably hoped to “enjoy internal complicity.” Sao 
Tome has a 600-man-strong Army in addition to the 
police, gendarmerie, presidential guard, and people’s 
militiamen. Furthermore, some 300 to 500 Angolan 
troops are stationed on the island according to the 
sources. There is no evidence that they intervened. 


The boat in which the commando unit sailed into Sao Tome 
was reportedly found on a beach south of the island. 
Nothing shows that it sailed in from [name indistinct] or 
from an Equatorial Guinean island as some sources stated 
in Libreville. Meanwhile, official Gabonese sources have 
categorically denied that the Sao Tome opposition move- 
ment is carrying out any activity whatsoever in Gabon. 
[passage omitted]. 


In Libreville there is speculation about the origin of the plot 
and two theories have been developed. Some assume that 
the plot was fomented by the extreme leftist members of the 
party with indirect support from the Socialist bloc in 
reaction to the liberalization of institutions, while others 
believe it was hatched by members of the National Front for 
the Liberation of Sao Tome and Principe, FRNSTP, which 
is not recognized by the Sao Tome Government itself. The 
secretary general of the movement, Quintiliano Amado, 
denied in Lisbon that the FRNSTP is responsible for this 
plot but it agreed that the operation “may have been 
launched by dissidents.’ Among these dissidents, one name 
is Often mentioned in Libreville: that of Afonso dos Santos, 
who was expelled from Gabon in 1984 for the paramilitary 
activities he carried out near Mayoumba in the south of the 
country where he owned a fishing fleet. As a declared 
supporter of forceful seizure of power, he is said to have 
found hospitality on the Namibian coast. 


More light will be thrown on the affair in the coming days 
after the arrested members of the commando unit have been 
interrogated. President Pinto da Costa had earlier 
announced his intention to participate on 12 March in 
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Libreville in the 20th anniversary celebrations of the Gabo- 
nese party. His presence at the ceremony will be indicative 
of the importance and the consequences of this coup 
attempt. 


Prime Minister Interviewed 
LD092014 Lishon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] The Sao Tomean authorities knew of the attempt to 
invade the island. In an interview with Commercial Radio’s 
special correspondent in Sao Tome, Prime Minister 
Celestino Costa discolsed that the coup was unsuccessful 
only because it did not have any popular support. Here is an 
excerpt of his declarations in an interview with Commercial 
Radio’s correspondent, Jaime Marques de Almeida: 


[Begin Costa recording] The invasion attempt by ele- 
ments from the Frente de Resistencia Nacional de Sao 
Tome e¢ Principe [National Resistance Front of Sao 
Tome e Principe] [words indistinct]. Our armed forces 
and our population in general did not give [word indis- 
tinct] to these armed gangs. If we managed to overcome 
this invasion, it was due to the support from our people 
and our Armed Forces. 


As the statement—the message by our president—said, 
armed gangs landed in Sao Tome e Principe at nightfall. It 
was a group estimated at between 40 to 45 people. They 
landed on various beaches at nightfall on Monday and also 
early Tuesday morning. There had previously been a land- 
ing—lI believe on 25 February. They landed very close to the 
center—very close indeed—and we received information 
ihat they did not succeed—we think—in carrying out what 
they wanted and withdrew. Those who landed, including the 
leaders—Afonso, (Sapine), (Zurro), and (Taline), as they 
called themselves, [words indistinct]—were captured by our 
forces and our people. 


This morning more of them were captured, too. Our forces 
and our people are [word indistinct] and the operation is 
going on and we are now Carrying out what is normally 
called in military terminology a mopping-up operation. We 
are proceeding in this direction. [end recording] 


That was Sao Tomean Prime Minister Celestino Costa, 
in statements to Commercial Radio’s special correspon- 
dent in Sao Tome, Jaime Marques de Almeida, in what 
was the first interiew with a foreign journalist by the 
head of government after the abortive invasion attempt. 


Further Report 
LD100801 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2305 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[From the “24th Hour” Program] 
'Excerpts}] [Announcer] More on the coup attempt in Sao 


Tome; we are in direct contact with “24th Hour’s” special 
correspondent, Jaime Marques de Almeida. 
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[Almeida] The expression coup attempt was used today by 
Prime Minister Celestino Costa whom | met for about 30 
minutes at the end of this afternoon at his initiative. The 
prime minister used the expression coup attempt when | 
questioned him on the size of the action last Tuesday night. 
He told me that it was not possible to accurately estimate 
the size of the action since there still was no accurate 
information as to the support the invaders could or could 
not avail themselves of within the country. In any case, the 
Sao Tomean prime minister advised me, when I told him 
that it had all been too easy for the Sao Tomean forces, not 
to underestimate what had happened. 


Celestino Costa categorically denied that Gabon may 
have had anything to do with the events. He emphasized 
that currently relations between Sao Tome and Principe 
and Gabon are perfect. 


The country, he said, is perfectly calm now, and I have 
found out here in Sao Tome that Portuguese Prime 
Minister Cavaco Silva has closely followed develop- 
ments and has telephoned Sao Tome quite diligently. 


[Announcer] That was Jaime Marques de Almeida from 
Sao Tome. We are now going to present an interview 
given by Sao Tomean Prirme Minister Celestino Costa to 
our correspondent. [passage omitted] 


[Begin recording] [Almeida] Mr Prime Minister, what has 
been officially said on what happened in Sao Tome and 
Principe so far is that a group of about 40 armed men landed 
at the country’s beaches. It is known that the Sao Tomean 
forces foiled their objectives. I would like you to assess the 
situation created by this invasion attempt. 


[Costa] You say very well that there had previously been 
a landing—I believe on 25 February, if my memory 
serves me. Obviously this alerted us, although we were 
already aware of the intentions of the so-called FRNSTP 
[National Resistance Front of Sao Tome and Principe]. 
It is a happy coincidence that with your stay you have 
had the opportunity to follow and hear what is happen- 
ing in Sao Tome and Principe. [Passage omitted] The 
situation is now calm and totally under control. [Passage 
omitted; We do not know what this group wanted. A 
certain amount of time will be needed for this. But what 
is sure is that they did not come here to play cowboys 
and Indians. [passage omitted] I believe that you are the 
best witnesses of the current situation and of the atmo- 
sphere right now in Sao Tome: calm, tranquillity and 
confidence in the government, confidence in its leaders. 


[Almeida] Excuse me, Prime Minister. A question I 
would like to ask is: Do you think that this group, despite 
being—according to you—from a dissident faction, from 
another (?strand) of the opposition, since it involves men 
who seem to be representative of this structure, it was 
counting On some internal support. In other words, did 
not something which it hoped would happen coinciding 
with the landing fail to materialize? 
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[Costa] | still do not have the final data. We would like to 
present the data when we are sure of what happened. | said 
they are not cowboys. Therefore, they did not come on an 
adventure, because no one wants to die. We think that they 
counted on internal support, but this support fell through. 
They did not receive it. If they counted on other support, we 
do not presently have this information: we are working on it, 
and in due time we will inform the media. 


[Almeida] Do you confirm two fatalities on the part of 
the attacking force and one casualty on the pari of the 
Sao Tomean forces? [words indistinct] 


[Almeida] Prime Minister, there have been rumors that 
in the group or rather in the first attempt on 25 February 
there was a foreign mercenary—a Jamaican was men- 
tioned. Does this have any basis? Are there mercenaries 
involved in this landing?. 


[Costa] Care should be taken with the rumors starting up 
now. We do not yet know, because there are about 41 
people, 38 or 41 people. Interrogation takes time. It is 
possible that within a few days or a few hours we will 
know, in fact, if any foreign elements are involved. 


[Almeida] Prime Minister, | have a final question. The 
defense forces functioned, the action was controlled, but for 
a foreigner like me, it seems clear that there is some 
weakness in defense. This is an island. Despite the fact that 
the island is not very big, the coast is quite sizeable. Do you 
think that Sao Tome and Principe has the capacity to resist 
these types of situations? After all, there is nothing to 
guarantee that this will not happen again. 


[Costa] [Word indistinct] Our defense limitations. We think 
that the experience has been clear in this respect. Despite 
our weakness, our forces were able to mobilize themselves in 
a short space of time. Perhaps if it had not been so, I would 
not be here t: day giving this interview. The prime minister 
would have deen judged or shot. But thanks precisely to 
these forces, | am today giving this interview, I am going 
about calmly, serenely. [passage omitted] No, we are not an 
aggressive country neither do we (?fancifully) say that we 
have highly sophisticated Armed Forces. We want everyone 
to live in peace in our land in unity. The Armed Forces are 
not a concern of ours. Our concern is improvement for our 
people. [end recording] 


2 Commandos ‘Probably’ American 
AB092216 Paris AFP in French 2157 « MT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Lisbon, 9 Mar (AFP)}—Two mercenaries, probably of 
U.S. nationality, were among the commando group which 
landed in Sao Tome on Monday [7 March] night and which 
was neutralized by the security forces, the director of the 
Sao Tome news agency (STP-PRESS) disclosed today in 
Luanda. The journalist, Manuel Dende, quoted by the 
Angolan news agency, ANGOP, stated that one of the two 
mercenaries of U.S. nationality was shot dead and that the 
other has been arrested. 
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According to him, the leader of the commando group was 
Afonso dos Santos, who was captured along with other 
members who claimed that they belonged to the “Organiza- 
tion of the Liberators of Sao Tome and Principe.” Other 
mercenaries of several African nationalities were also, 
according to him, among the group. Mr Dende also stated 
that the security forces are now looking for other members 
of this movement in the littoral regions, at Santana, Praia 
Gamboa, Colonia Acoriana, and Bombom. 


AFP Report 
AU 100831 Paris AFP in English 0039 GMT 10 Mar &é 


[Text] Lisbon, March 10 (AFP) - The 40-strong com- 
mando which staged a failed coup in Sao Tome and 
Principe, included two mercenaries believed to be U.S. 
citizens, Manuel Dende, head of the news agency in the 
former Portuguese island colony said. 


One of them was killed and the other captured by 
authorities after they landed on Sao Tome beaches with 
the commando headed by Afonso dos Santos, a dissident 
leader of the Sao Tome and Principe National Resis- 
tance Front (STPNRF), Mr. Dende told the Angolan 
ANGOP news agency in Luanda. 


The commando also included a number of mercenaries 
from African nations. A total of two mercenaries were killed 
and 34 captured, including the commando leader, Mr. 
Dende added [in] a report monitored here Wednesday. 
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Self-styled STPNRF leader Quintiliano Amado said in 
Lisbon Wednesday that Mr Dos Santos was a dissident 
from his movement. 


Mr Dos Santos set up his own faction, the STPNRF- 
Reconstructed, and moved to Walvis Bay, in Namibia, in 
1986 where he was providing some of his followers with 
military training, Mr. Amado told the Portuguese LUSA 
agency. 


Mr Dos Santos left Namibia a month ago for Cameroon, 
he added. 


The West African state of Sao Tome and Principe is a 
former Portuguese island colony in the Gulf of Guinea, 
200 kilometres (125 miles) off the coast of Gabon. The 
islands have a population of | 20,000. 


Zaire 


New Government Ministers Listed 
ABO81230 Paris AFP in French 1130 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Kinshasa, 8 Mar (AFP)}—Here is the composition 
of the Government of Zaire after the Cabinct reshuffle 
conducted by President Mobutu yesterday. 


Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko 


Sambwa Pida Nbagui 
Nimy Mayidika Ngimbi 


Nyembo Shabani 


Mandungu Bula Nyati 

Nguza Karl-i-Bond 

Mrs Ekila Liyonda 

Kasereka Kasai 

Kamitatu Massamba 

Kinzonzi Mvutukidi Ngindu Kogbia 
Mokonda Bonza 

Mulumba Lukoji 

Kanumubadi Badibanga Mbakese 
Kayinga Onsi Ndal 

Kisanga Kabongelo 

Mokola Wa Mpombo 

Sampasa Kaweta Milombe 
Pendje Demodeto 

Luhahi a Niama 
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Primary and Secondary Education 

Public Health 

Urban Development and Housing 

Social Affairs 

Labor and Social Welfare 

Civil Service 

Posts, Telegraphs, and Telecommunications 
Sports and Leisure 

Culture, Arts, and Tourism 

Secretaries of State for: 

National Defense and Territorial Security 
Veterans Afairs 

Judicial Council 

Territorial Administration 
Decentralization 

Foreign Affairs 

International Cooperation 

Citizens Rights and Liberties 

Planning 

Finance 

Budget 

National Economy and Industry 
Agriculture 

Mines and Energy 

Public Works 

Transport and Comunications 

Higher, University Education and Scientific Research 
Primary and Secondary Education 


Positions Filled at MPR Secretariat General 
ABO091203 Paris AFP in French 1103 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Kinshasa, 9 Mar (AFP)}—Marshal Mobutu Sese 
Seko—afier the Cabinet reshuffle on 7 March—last night 
filled positions at the MPR Secretariat General, it was 
learned today. Mpanu-Mpanu Bibanda has been 
appointed rapporteur general for the MPR. A journalist 
by profession, he is currently head of AZAP, the ZAI- 
RIAN NEWS AGENCY. 
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Nzege Alaziambina 

Dr Ngandu Kabeya 
Kibangula Kia Makonga 
Mrs Muduka Inyanza 
Kisolokele Wamba 
Mwando Nsimba 

leo Itambala 
Tshimbombo Mukuna 
Beyeye Djema 


General Likulia Bolongo 
General Sasa Mwaka 
Wason Lukumbia 
Mujinga Suana 
Kabamba Kamba 
Buketi: Bukaya 

Mobutu Nyiwa 

Sabi Ngampub 
Bosekota W’atshia 
Katanga Yamutumba 
Moloni Mo Gesse 
Selemani Mwanayile 
Ewuli Etsaluma 
Tshombe Ditend 
Tuyala Nambela Diandonga 
Mulamba Musambay 


Bogwo Makeli 
Nzali Lopembe 


Appointed to the post of first and second deputy secre- 
tary general are Kamanda wa Kamanda, one time deputy 
OAU secretary general and foreign minister, and 
Mozagba Ngbuka, a former minister. All three were 
already members of the MPR Central Committee 
appointed by the marshal president. 


These appointments follow that of Kithima Bin Rama- 
zani, who was appointed to the post of secretary general 
of the party in December 1987. 
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Angola 


Foreign Journalists Tour Cuito Cuanavale 
MB061340 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
6 Mar 88 p II 


{By Margaret Knox] 


[Text] Major Armindo Moreira strode to the centre of a 
patched-together briuge and waved a hand towards hill- 
side of mud-and-thatch huts. 


“We brought you here,” the Angolan major said in 
Portuguese, “to show you that we still control Cuito 
Cuanavale.” 


Raising his voice above the roar of the river, he added: 
“The South Africans will take it over my dead body.” 


With that, a dozen South African G-5 artillery shells 
screamed out of the low, dark clouds and shattered the 
valley floor about a kilometre away. “A little gift from 
the racists,” said Moreira as we scrambled off the bridge 
to a waiting Soviet-built personnel carrier. 


For 10 minutes, repeated explosions raised white plumes 
of smoke against the thickly wooded ridge that hid the 
enemy. 


The 10 minutes seemed like a year to the panic-stricken 
group of foreign journalists—from the United States, 
Cuba, the Soviet Union, Britain, Yugoslavia and Zim- 
babwe—who were the first to visit the Angolan front 
since this battle began in August. 


On the far side of the river, unperturbed Angolan sol- 
diers stood quietly watching the fireworks from an 
overturned steel boat that serves them as both ammuni- 
tion dump and living room. 


Inside, fatigue jackets hung neatly on hooks above 
stacked boxes of glea.ning brass Kalashnikov shells. 
Cans of milk and sausages shared shelf space with 
automatic rifles. 


Cuito Cuanavale’s size and shabbiness belie its impor- 
tance. 


A single street of bombed out stucco stores surrounded 
by a traditional African village, it is hit by as many as 
200 shells a day, fired from South Africa’s deadly G-5 
and G-6 guns. 


The lines of the UNITA/SADF forces—numbering 
8,000 in the province, according to Angolan intelligence 
sources— are barely 8 km away. 


Air raids, too, are frequent, despite the lony, white 
anti-aircraft miss*!es called Pechoras that poke through 
the trees aroun. the town. 
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An unmanned Israeli-type drone had taken out the 
bridge more than a month before, Moreira said. 


“The bombardments are so constant that we don't 
bother to repair it any more.” 


Now, he added, his men crossed to their forward posi- 
tions On a crude catwalk. 


But contrary to recent reports, Cuito Cuanavale most 
certainly has not fallen. 


And, surprisingly, it hasn't even been evacuated. 


While we were there, women tended cooking fires out- 
side their huts and children playing in maize fields 
waved at the soldiers. 


Angola has been battling South African invasions and 
South African-backed guerrillas since its independence 
from Portugal in 1975. But the current struggle for this 
desolate village could prove the pivotal battle of the 
on-again, off-again war. 


If UNITA can take Cuito Cuanavale and its vital airstrip 
they will have broken the sophisticated Angolan air- 
defense line—built with Cuban and Soviet help—that is 
denying Pretoria air supremacy here. 


If the Angolans can hold the town, and extend their lines 
another 160 km southeast to the airfield at Mavinga, 
they will control the airspace all the way to the SWA/Na- 
mibian border, forcing the South Africans into what 
could be a costly retreat. 


The political stakes are equally high. 


The U.S., which, like South Africa, supports the Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), the 
Cubans and the Angolan Government all profess their 
eagerness to negotiate a political solution to the war. 


'f such talks ever materialise, everyone will want to come 
to the table with the strongest position in the field. Cuito 
Cuanavale has taken »n such symbolic as well as strate- 
gic significance that a loss here for either side would be 
disastrous. 


South Africa sees Angola’s avowedly Marxist govern- 
ment—and the 30,000 Cuban troops stationed in the 
country—as a communist threat, a view with which the 
Reagan administration agrees. 


Last year, the U.S. gave UNITA 15-million dollars in 
military aid, including high-tech Stinger missiles—which 
make flying in Angolan helicopters most uncomfortable. 


“When you're flying over a battlefield,” said our 24-year- 
old pilot, hunched over his joystick like an adolescent 
with a video game, “you spend as little time in the air as 
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possible.” Angola sees the offensive as an unprovoked 
invasion. The South Africans, they claim, need Cuito 
Cuanavale to set up an independent UNITA “ban- 
tustan”’. 


Provincial Commissar Manuel Francisco Tuta wouldn't 
say how many Cuban and Angolan troops are dug in 
around Cuito Cuanavale—only that they are stronger 
than the enemy. 


The Soviet Mi-24 helicopter gunship that carried us out 
of Cuito Cuanavale skimmed over at least 300 tanks, 
armoured cars and supply trucks streaming bumper-to- 
bumper into the beleaguered city. Scores of tanks, 
mobile radar units, missiles and field guns lurked men- 
acingly in the bush on either side of the highway. 


The Cubans last month assumed an active role in the 
fighting “at all levels,” said Tuta. 


“The situation is threatening.” he said. “But we beat 
them in 1976 and we're beating them again.” 


Although UNITA, supported by SA troops, hold six of 
the province’s nine municipalities, the Angolans are 
confident they control the situation. 


Tuta’s high morale seems to be shared by his men. Those 
we saw—though muddy and unshaver.—appeared well 
fed, well equipped and in high spirits. 


Angola claims to have shot down more than 20 South 
African jets since the battle began. 


But Angolan losses, too, have apparently been heavy— 
the roadside is pocked with bomb craters and littered 
with the burnt-out wreckage of oil tankers and supply 
trucks. 


The paved airstrip in Cuito Cuanavale is intact only 
because the Angolans quickly patch it up each time it is 
bombed. 


And UNITA/SADF attacks haven't been limited to this 
area. At least twice, South African jets penetrated the 
Angolans’ air defence systems and bombed an alleged 
SWAPO base on the outskirts of Lubango, a provincial 
capital 640 km from here, and 304 km from the SWA- 
/Namibian border. 


After flying to Lubango on the day of the second bomb- 
ing we were denied access to the site, but local sources 
said casualties, including SWAPO guerrillas and Nami- 
bian refugees, had been admitted to the regional hospital 
in Lubango. 


The Angolan Government denied harbouring SWAPO 
guerrillas, but admitted the Lubango area had been hit. 
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“It's a carelessness of our Army that the rear lines think 
the front lines will stop them.” said Angolan Captain 
Bancao Armindo Fraternidade, who commands anti- 
aircraft units 320 km to the west, near Cuvelai. 


Though the Cubans and Angolan troops insist they will 
Stay “until the racists go home”, they too are longing for 
a resolution. 


“I'm counting the days until I go home to my wife.” said 
Ernesto Garcia Ramirez, an 18-year-old artillery man 
from Santiago de Cuba. 


UNITA Claims Capture of ‘Strategic’ Nova Sintra 
MB100657 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0600 GMT 10 Mar 8&8 


[Text] The UNITA movement of Angola says it has 
captured the strategic town of Nova Sintra in the central 
Bie Province. In a statement issued in Lisbon, UNITA 
said its forces had killed 11 MPLA government troops 
and 4 Cubans when they took the town. UNITA said 
Nova Sintra had served as an important transit point for 
Cuban and government troops traveling to Cuemba, 
where heavy fighting has been reported. 


UNITA said it had also attacked a military column 
traveling between the towns of Leua and Lumeje in the 
eastern Moxico Province. It had killed 15 government 
troops and captured a quantity of Soviet arms and 
ammunition. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Claims Army Training Post Seized 
AU091544 Paris AFP in English 1517 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Lisbon, March 9 (AFP)}—Guerrillas of the 
Mozambique National Resistance (Renamo) have cap- 
tured an army training post at Palmeira, 50 kilometres 
(30 miles) north of Maputo, the rebel organisation said 
here on Wednesday. 


Renamo spokesman Evo Fernandes said that the rebels 
killed 25 government troops and five Tanzanian instruc- 
tors during the attack on Monday. 


Three Mozambican Army battalions stationed at Pal- 
meira had been routed, and 53 peasants held at the local 
prison and accused of collaboration with Renamo had 
been freed, he said. 


The rebels also captured or destroyed a large quantity of 
military material, “including 20 tons of munitions for 
light. heavy or anti-aircraft weapons, three T-54 
armoured vehicles, six light armoured vehicles, nine 
other vehicles and five 75-mm guns”, Mr. Fernandes 
said. 
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Republic of South Africa 


USSR Rejection of Offer Disregards ‘Realities’ 
MB101135 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The South African Defense Ministry says the 
Soviet rejection of a South African standpoint on the 
ending of the conflict in Angola is seen by the South 
African Government as disregard for the realities of 
southern Africa. Both the Soviet Union and Angola have 
dismissed a South African proposal for a direct deal with 
the Soviet Union to establish a neutral government in 


Angola. 


A Defense Ministry spokesman said in Cape Town that 
the South African proposal concerned realities from 
which southern Africa could not escape. The statement 
said South Africa was protecting the interests of itself 
and the subcontinent by playing a stabilizing role. On the 
other hand, the Soviet Union was excelling others in 
destabilizing southern Africa. 


The spokesman said South Africa could not afford to be 
destroyed in the East-West conflict. There were coun- 
tries in southern Africa which were considering acquir- 
ing Soviet-made MiG-29 fighter aircraft and other highly 
sophisticated weapons, while they were unable to equip 
and feed their troops properly. He said it was in the 
interests of South Africa that southern Africa war not 
destroyed. 


For this reason, South Africa desired internal order, as 
well as solutions which satisfied the immediate needs of 
Africa. 


Expelled Reservist Claims 40 Percent AWB Members 
MB101053 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
8 Mar 88 p I 


[Text] Johannesburg—One of seven expelled AWB 
police reservists, Mr Attie Engelbrecht, last night 
claimed at least 40 percent of reservists in the northern 
Transvaal were members of the AWB. 


Between 80 percent and 100 percent of reservists in the 
area, of whom there are more than 800, were cither also 
members or sympathisers of the organization, he said. 


Mr Engelbrecht said this would give a good indication of 
how widespread AWB membership was in the security 
forces. 


They iiad all owned up to being AWB members after 
being asked by the SA Police to sign a declnration that 
they were not members “about eight months ago,” he 
said. 
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Reacting to the e:pulsion of the seven police reservists, 
Brigadier Leon Mellet, spokesman for Law and Order 
Minister Mr Adriaan Viok. said the SAP was confident 
of “catching out™ any remaining AWB members in the 
force. 


“We don’t want them in the force. and if they are there 
they must make a choice very soon.” Brig Mellet said. 


Soweto Students Attack Education Officials 
MB091600 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1.29 GMT 
9 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg March 9 SAPA—Pupils at two 
Soweto schools yesterday threatened to kill education 
officials when they visited the schools “to address edu- 
cation matters,” a high-ranking education official said 
today. At one school a “brand new” car belonging to one 
of the inspectors was set alight. 


Dr A.B. Fourie, director-general of the Department of 
Education and Training, said a group of five assistant 
directors and inspectors had visited Prudence and 
Naledi secondary schools. “Radical” students who had 
refused to attend classes ai Prudence had threatened to 
stab teachers with knives, Dr Fourie said in a statement. 
“While the inspectors were engaged in a meeting with 
teachers, a group of pupils slashed a front tyre of their 
car. On departure after the meeting, the pupils had 
positioned themselves so as to stone the car and the 
officials.” The officials were forced to use a different 
route, he said. 


Dr Fourie said another group of “radic2!” pupils con- 
fronted the inspectors in the principal's office at Naledi 
secondary school and threatened to kill them if they did 
not leave immediately. “In the meantime, approxi- 
mately 1000 pupils stoned and set fire to their (inspec- 
tors’) car” which had books inside worth R400, he said. 
He said the books had been bought by an inspector. 


Dr Fourie claimed the pupils then locked the gates, cut 
telephone lines and “converged on the officials, inciting 
one another to stab and necklace the officials.” He said 
the inspectors escaped unharmed after six policemen on 
patrol intervened. It was not established whether any of 
the pupils were arrested. 


Dr Fourie said his department would not tolerate “the 
continuation of such actions in its schools” and would 
not expose its teachers and education officials to “such 
mindless violence, assaults and vandalism by youths 
who have fallen prey to negative influences....Clearly, no 
effective education can take place under such circum- 
stances,” he said. 


“Violence and vandalism have a deleterious effect on the 
morale of teachers, pupils and parents and destroy the 
proper learning environment.” He added: “Crime and 
fear have no place in schools. The school must be a safe 
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environment in which pupils can learn. work. play and 
gain respect for others. and in which teachers can teach 
without fear and disruption. 


“Every pupil and teacher has a right to safe, secure and 
peaceful lea:ning conditions. Where educationally urde- 
sirable and unacceptable conditions occur. the institv- 
tion concerned ceases to be a school and the perpetrators 
of such acts forfeit any rights as pupils.” 


“The time has arrived for parents and the communities 
concerned to take note and to accept responsibility for 
restoring parental and ommunity discipline. values and 
norms, and for giving principals and teachers their full 
support so that effective, meaningful education can be 
restored, free from intimidation. violence and fear.” 


Commentar; Says West Acceptire African Kealities 
MB100531 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The vote in the United Nations Security Council 
this week on a resolution calling for mandatory eco- 
nomic sanctions against South Africa ws taken at a time 
when the internatic 1al climate was particularly unfavor- 
able for South Africa. The vote came in the wake of the 
restrictions placed on |7 organizations, and, indeed. the 
Security Council meeting had been called specifically to 
condemn the action taken against the |7 organizations. 


Despite this unfavorable climate. two Western nations 
(the United States and the United Kingdom) cast vetoes, 
while France, West Germany. and Japan abstained. The 
casting of the vetoes was a welcome reaffirmation by 
Britain and America that they remain steadfast in their 
opposition to further sanctions, on the grounds that 
sanctions will nui achieve their intended purpo.z and 
will be counterproductive to change in South Africa. 


The opposition to the resolution by 5 of the 15 members 
of the Security Council must also be seen as an acknow- 
ledgement of the resolve of South Africans to continue to 
resist Outside pressures and to confront head-on any- 
thing that the United Nations throws at them. This 
resolve, conveyed to the outside world in recent weeks by 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha, and to the Council itself by 
Ambassador Les Manley, might well be unpalatable to 
the major Western Powers, but is a fact they cannot 


ignore. 


These developments, in arn, will help create greater 
confidence amongst foreign businessmen and investors 
in the short- and medium-term future of South Africa. 
They will also assist in cl-rifying international perspec- 
tives on the meaningful nature of ongoing reforms mea- 
sures in South Africa and of South Africa’s sincerity in 
wisning to play a role in the ending of regional conflicts 
and in the promotion of stability in southern Africa. as 
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seen most recently .n the appeal by General Magnus 
Malan to the Soviet Union for a resolution of the 
Angolan conflict. The realities of the South African and 
southern African situation are now clearly drawn, and 
the parameters of South Africa’s actions vis-a-vis the 
international community clearly demarcated. The reali- 
ties are that South Africa is not about to be made 
ungovernable, that the African National Congress 1s not 
a viable alternative governraent, that there 1s no question 
of an imminent revoluiion in South Africa, and. more- 
over, that South Africa ts the regional power in southern 
Africa. These realitxes are now recognized in Western 
countries, where Z or 3 years ago the overthrow of the 
status quo in South Africa was being anticipated. 


South Africa’s actions vis-a-vis the international com- 
munity will continue to be based on the wish for coop- 
eration and partnership. especially with her neighbors in 
southern Africa. But. let those erstwhile friends and 
allies who are clamoring for economic or other action 
against South Africa have the courage and the integrity 
to translate their words into deeds. so that South Afri- 
cans may know exactly where they stand now and in the 
future, and take the appropriate action. 


Police Issue Unrcsi Report Covering 9 Mar 
MB100616 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0605 GMT 
10 Mar 8&8 


[Text] Pretoria, March 10, SAPA—The following unrest- 
related incident was reported overnight. the public rela- 
tions division of the SA Police in Pretoria said today: 


“At Georgedale (Hammarsdale area) an unknow” per- 
son who was standing amongst a group of blacks fired a 
shot at a 36-year-old black man. He was struck in the 
chest and seriously wounded.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB101008 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Approves Clamp on Foreign Funds — Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 9 March says in 
the page 6 editorial: “We'd like to know from the EC and 
the U.S. which government is prepared to allow foreign 
interference in its country’s politics.” “The South Afri- 
can Government has been far too lenient in allowing 
funds to pour into the country for often dubious purpos- 
es.” “In view of the huge amounts pouring into South 
4f-ica, it is imperative that the governmeni should have 
adequate powers to deal with the situation. We therefore 
support the government's proposals. with the proviso 
that funds provided for legitimate education, housing 
and social upliftment projects, without political strings 
attached, should be allowed in.” 


STAR on Veto of Mandatory Sanctions for RSA — 
“Despite that direct invitation to the UN ‘o do its worst: 
despite direst official predictions; America and Britain 
once again used their Security Council vetoes to save 
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South Africa from mandatcry worldwide sanctions.” 

observes a page 16 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 10 March. An explanation may be that 
“Pretoria knew pretty well how the vote would go. but 
thought it would use this opportunity anyway to whip up 
some political mileage. Hence the bellicose “do your 
damnedest’ and ‘we are ready’ talk. Such manipulation 
ef public opinion shouldn't really surprise South Afn- 
cans—they’ve been subjected to so much of it before.” 


BUSINESS DAY Condemns RSA Defiance of Sanctions 
— “It is up to the business twaders to tell the politicians 
they are playing a dangerous game.” warns Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on !0 March in a page 6 
editorial. “SA has prospered muldly despite sanctions. 
but trade figures—and declining mineral exports like 
coal in particular—show that sanctions have hurt.” 
“Short-term tactics designed to goad African nations 
into framing a resolution which Western countries were 
bound to veto is one thing: bare-chested taunts whch 
might drive the West into new sanctions 1s anotiier. And 
there are other ways of telling the ANC, the UDF and 
others to negotiate because boycotts will not break 
government's will.” 


Criticism of *Wastage’ on Home'ands — A second edito- 
rial on the same page notes that “there will be no surprise 
at further disclosures that millions of rands of South 
African taxpayers’ .2oney is being cmbezzied in the 
homelands every year. That much has been obvious for 
some time. What is shocking is that the government 
apparently accepts the thefts as ‘natural’.” “Foreign 
Miruister Pik Botha has told Parliament he regards a 10 
percent ‘wastage’ as acceptable by African standards. 
This implies that slack control of funds—and worse—is 
to be expected from fledgling governments.” 


Economist Welcomes Privatization Plan — Economist 
Ronnie Bethlehem writes on the same page that “the 
State oresident’s bold initiative on privatisation should 
be weicomed and given the fullest possible support by all 
who wish to see the market eccnomy survive in SA. 
These supporters should include not only the private 
sector ‘capitalists’. If taken to its logical conclusion, 
privatisation would reduce the economic role of the state 
and make SA a freer and faster-growing country. It is no 
irony that socialists (among them black trade unionists) 
also have an interest in tnat.~ 


SOWETAN: RSA Sliding Into ‘Dark Ages’ — “The 
expected government retreat into the laager came much 
quicker than anticipated.” remarks the page 8 editorial 
in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 10 March. 
“The shattering defeat suffered by the National Party in 
the recent by-icctions came in spite of the massive 
repression of black organisations, and anti-Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbeweging [Afrikaner Resistance Movement] 
propaganda.” Unfortunately, “whatever the government 
does new, it has proved itself an inept government. 
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°atner than proving any strength. they have proved how 
weak they are. They have lost support from both the Left 
and the Right. and. in the meantime. this country 
continues On its disastrous slide into the dark ages.~ 


CAPE. TIMES Skeptical Abeut Offer to USSR — A page 
6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 8 
March states that South Africa “now seems to be signal- 
ling its willingness to ge along with a Soviet-supported 
regional settlement. Yet Pretoria’s tactics Pave been so 
consistently obsiructive of Western peace initiatives that 
there will be considerable scepticism. Why should a 
Soviet-backed scheme be any more acceptable?” “If 
Pretoria is insisting on a say in who governs far-off 
Angola. what reason ts thee to delieve that President 
Botha will accept the prospect of a hostile. SWAPO- 
dominated government rather closer to home in Nami- 
bia? There have been hopeful-sounding episodes before 
which have come to nothing. Yet we may hope that this 
tume it will be different.” 


BEELD- USSR Displays Greater ‘Insight’ — Johannes- 
burg BEELD in Afrikaans on 9 March says in a page 10 
editorial that “pechaps the most important USSR admis- 
sion 1s that a successful revolution in the Republic of 
South Africa is highly imp.obable. Eighteen months ago 
it was believed that only a little shove was needed to 
topple the South African Government. but since then 
various participants have bloodied their noses (the ANC, 
the Frontline States. and even Western countries that 
believed sanctions to be the final blow).” BEELD 
believes that the USSR “is unirkely to abandon its 
long-term objectives. but im the meartime it can take 
decisions which perhaps can strengthen the Republic's 
position. Possibly the most ironic aspect of the USSR 
strategy 1s that it 1s not interested in 2 ravaged economy 
in South Africa. This shows more insight than that of the 
West which ts using sanctions to treak the Republic 
ecouomically and thereby destabilizing the subs onti- 
nent.” 


BURGER: RSA Puts Ball in USSR Court — “South 
Africa is not making a so-called peace offering to the 
USSR as has been claimed in certain circles.” remarks a 
page 8 editorial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afn- 
kaans on 8 March. “As the regional power. South Africa 
admits that the USSR can play an imporiant role ia 
southern Africa. Presently USSR contributions are neg- 
ative since the great supply of highly modern weapoary 
pumped into Angola and direct USSR involvement i9 
the war only have a destabilizing effect. One can also 
hardly expect the Reagan administration to end the war 
and remove the Russians and Cubans from Angola. 
President Reagan has practically become the slave of a 
Congress that moves inconstantly between v2z10us 
whims and fancies. The USSR on the other hand ts busy 
disrupting southern Africa. If this 1s no longer the case it 
should prove it. Through General Malan South Africa 
has put the ball in the USSR court.” 


14 March 1988 


AB101000 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
0615 GMT 10 Mar &8& 


[Text] Camille Allah. Ivorian minister uf state. is in 
Cotonou. He arrived in our capital yesterday morning by 
special plane. Minister of State Alliah, who is a special 
emussary of President Felix Houphouet-Boigny. ts lead- 
ing a three-member delegation which delivered a mes- 
sage from the Ivorian head of state to his brother and 
friend. President Mathieu Kerekou. 


Mr Alhah and his delegation were at the Presideniual 
Palace yesterday afternoon to deliver the message and 
hold talks with the president of the Republic. They were 
immediately received by President Kerekou. Immedi- 
ately after the meeting. Brother Camille Alhiali said <n21 
relations betwen Benin and Ivory Coast are based on 
openness and that their fmendly and brotherly ties are 
solid. This is why he disclosed the contents of the Old 
Man's [Le Vieux-—term of endearment used in reference 
to Ivonan president] message to the head of state. He 
said it was a brotherly and fnendiy message on dialogue 
and consultation. 


The Ivorian president's message is mainly on the econ- 
omy. particularly the economic crisis that is stifling cur 
economies, and means of combating it. One may note 
that Ivory Coast has mch economic expenence particu- 
larly in the field of economic revival and readjustment. 
It us therefore judicious for it to share its strategies and 
methods of action with other brotherly and fnendly 
countnes like Benin. 


Ghana 


Romanian President Eads Visit. Communique Issued 
ABO91 343 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 9 Mar &8 


[Text] President Nicolae Ceausescu of Romania and his 
wife, Elena. left Accra this morning for Monrovia. Libe- 
na. to continue a +-nation Afncan tour. The Romanian 
leader. who spent 3 days in Ghana. was seen off at the 
airport by the chairman of the PNDC. Flight Liewtenant 
Rawlings: Nana Kunadu Agyeman : PNDC 
members. secretaries of state. and members of the dip- 
lomatic corps. President Ceausescu and his entourage 
held discussions aith Chairman Rawlings anc) other 
government officials on ways of strengthening coopera- 
tion between the two coun*nes. From Liberia. Presid: nt 
Ceausescu will go on io Guinea and Mauritania. 


A communique issued at the end of the visit sand Ghana 
ami Romania expressed disapproval over forergn intey- 
ference in the domest.c affairs of 4.frican countnes. The 
two countnes were also rot happy abevt the intensifica- 
tion of acts of aggression against the Afmcan pcopie. The 
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communique said Fight Lieutenant Rawlings and Pres- 
ident Ceausescu called for a halt to thes aggression. 
adding that it 5 the fuodamcntal mgbt of every nathon 
and its people to order their own affairs without external 
mterterence. They reaffirmed their support for the peo- 
ple mm <outhern Afmca m thei struggle to defend their 
sovereignty and national independence and to follow 
their own path of economic and social development. fhe 
two countnes condemned South Afnca’s racrst policy 
and its acts of apgeression against the Fronilime States. 
They noted the achieveinents of the Afmcan people in 
their struggle for freedom and national independence 
and for socwecoromic development. 


Fight Lieutenant Rawlings and President Ceausescu 
stressed the aeed for the expansion of cooperatica 
wmong Afmcan countmes to strengthen their unity of 
political action on the continent and in che international 
arena. On relanens between Ghana and Romanza. the 


leaders | Satrsfactnon with the strengthening of 
their an ~..(ged to mtensify them im all fields of 
comr = interest. They stressed the role of high-level 
meeti: ’ pw the nex. session of the joent govern- 
mental «_ _...88s0n for economic cooperation between 


them for next month. 


The twe leaders calied for the settiement of the Middle 
East confiic: *hrough negotiatucns. They want an end to 
the repression fw Israeli m the occupied Arab termtones. 
and supported calis for an mternationa!l contcrence on 
the Middle East under the auspices of the United 
Nations. The communique sand all factions in the con- 
flict. inchactine *hz Palestine Liberation Organization. as 
well as the permanent members of the United Natrons 
Security Council. should partrcipate in the conference. It 
also expressed concern over the Gulf War and called for 
an end to >ostilities. There should also be free nav mation 
m the area. 


Editorial Attacks Egypt's Mideast Policy 
ABOS 1401 Accra Domestic Service in Engush 
1300 GMT 9% Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] In the second of a sernes of editonals hcaded Egypt 
Dances a Tune. the GHANAIAN TIMES looks at the 
image of Egypt in world affairs. The paper ports ovt 
that when the United States carned out the savage attack 
on Libya. Egypt remaimed silent because. in the epimicn 
of the paper. she had conmrved on that conspiracy agaist 
the Grea al-Fauh Revolution. and when Amencan 
military jets struck and kecnapped an Egyptian anrimer 
carrying Palestiman freedom fighters Egypt remained 
silent. 


Egyptian diplomacy has thus become the diplomacy cf 
reaction and futi! ly. In the opimon of <Ae TIMES. the 
regime in Cairo has debased the Egypt of Ai- Nasir which 


supported Algerna to victory agaist France om the most 
bisody war of bberation. Nasir indeed hd support the 
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African liberation struggle. The TiMES therefore won- 
ders whe is playing the tune to which Egypt is now 
dancing. The paper calls on free Egyptians to throw the 
(9shackles) away and take on the mantle from where 
Al-Nasir left off. Egyptians must play the role Al-Nasir 
played. 


Japan To Provide $15 Million Grant 
AB092231 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Ghana is to receive a grant of 2 billion yen, or $15 
million, from Japan to support her structural adjustment 
program. An agreement to this effect was signed in Accra 
today by the secretary for foreign affairs, Dr Obed 
Asamoah, and the charge d'affaires of the Japanese 
Embassy in Accra, Mr (Terefusa Ariga). The money will 
be used to buy goods and services from countries agreed 
upon by both Ghana and Japan. The Ghana Govern- 
ment will have to ensure that the grant is used within 12 
months. Dr Asamoah explained that the structural 
adjustment program seeks to remove bottlenecks in the 
economy and to create an efficient, well-integrated, and 
growth-oriented economy. According to him, a measure 
of success has been achieved through Ghana’s own 
efforts and through external aid, but much still remains 
to be done. The secretary assured the Japanese Govern- 
ment that the grant will be put to the most beneficial use. 


On his part, Mr (Ariga) said Japan appreciates Ghana’s 
determination to intensify her efforts to economic 
reform [as heard] and improve social conditions for the 
people. He said the grant forms part of an overall 
assistance package to |1 sub-Saharan African countries 
totaling $500 million. Mr (Ariga) said Japan is confident 
that such non-project types of grant assistance will help 
Ghana to achieve the objectives of her economic recov- 
ery program. Over the !ast 2 years, Japan has made 
available to Ghana nine grants for various projects in 
areas of food production, health, rehabilitation of exter- 
nal communications, child nutrition, and rural water 


supply. 


Deaths of Under Secretary, Envoy Announced 
AB100738 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The death is reported at the 37 Military Hospital 
of the undersecretary of the Western Region, Mr Anth- 
ony Amoako. He was 42. Mr Amoako left behind a wife 
and 8 children. 


The death is also reported at the Nyaho Clinic in Accra 
of Mr Mowbray Stephen Orourke Nicholas, Ghana’s 
ambassador-designate to Italy. He was 58. Mr Nicholas 
left behind a wife and thee children. 
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Soviet Envoy on Raising Trade Levels 
AB100826 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The Soviet Union has expressed its determination 
to cooperate with all African countries in their search for 
economic stability and progress. Speaking at the USSR 
day at Indutech 88 in Accra, the Soviet ambassador to 
Ghana, Mr Semenov, said his country is ready to help 
raise the level of trade with Ghana. He added that the 
Soviet Union’s participation in the fair is aimed at 
strengthening cooperation between the two countries in 
the fields of research, science, industry, and technology, 
as well as the creation of joint enterprises. 


The secretary for industry, science, and technology, Dr 
Francis Acquah, said Ghana wants to cooperate with the 
USSR in the area of science and technology since such 
cooperation will help promote science in Ghana’s first 
cycle institutions through the JSS [Junior Secondary 
Schools] and polytechnics to the universities. 


Ivory Coast 


Cabinet Approves New Argentine Envoy 
AB100959 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] The Cabinet met Wednesday, 9 March, from 
1000 to 1300 under the chairmanship of the head of 
state. [passage omitted] 


Concerning foreign relations, in order to strengthen 
friendly relations of cooperation between the Republic 
of Argentina and Ivory Coast, the Argentine minister of 
foreign affairs, Dante Caputo, will pay an official visit to 
our country from 8 to 9 April, 1988. On a report by the 
minister of foreign affairs, the president of the Republic 
and the government gave their approval to the appoint- 
ment of Mirre Frederico as ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Argentina to the 
Republic of Ivory Coast with residence in Abidjan. 
[passage Omitted] 


Liberia 


Romanian President Arrives 9 March 
AB091746 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] The president, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, has 
expressed the hope that the Governments of Liberia and 
Romania will continue to search for more areas of 
cooperation that will not only promote and lead to 
mutually beneficial cooperation, but also serve as a 
significant factor in dealing urgently with those chal- 
lenges facing the two countries. He noted with self- 
satisfaction that translation of the [words indistinct] 
decision into concrete program of action by the two 
governments, to the mutual benefit of our two peoples. 
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Dr Doe made the statatement today when he formally 
welcomed to Liberia the president of the Socialist 
Republic of Romania and Mrs Elena Ceausescu at the 
Executive Mansion today. The Liberian leader recalled 
his visit to Romania in October 1986 and noted the level 
of commitment demonstrated by the Romanian Govern- 
ment towards the implementation of the decisions 
reached between him and President Ceausescu since his 
return. President Doe said the implementation of discus- 
sions and exchanges of views held during the visit 
encourage him to believe that the hopes and ideals which 
our two peoples share are not limited by the protocol 
distance that separate the two countries. He said he 
believed that because of the similarities in the perspec- 
tives and interests of the two countries, he and President 
Ceausescu were meeting for a second time in 2 years to 
discuss matters of common concern to Liberia and 
Romania. 


President Doe then hoped that President Ceausescu’s 
visit and the ensuing discussion will lead to a further 
strengthening of the already close ties existing between 
our two countries and peoples. The Liberian leader later 
welcomed the Romanian president and Mrs Ceausescu 
as well as members of his official party and wished them 
a happy stay in Liberia. 


Mali 


Traore Receives Saudi Minister of State 
AB091629 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] The secretary general of the UDPM [Democratic 
Union of Malian People] and president of the Republic, 
General Moussa Traore, a short while ago received in 
audience the Saudi minister of state and chairman of the 
Council of State [title as heard], Mr Shaykh Muhammad 
ibn Ibrahim Jubayr, bearer of a message from King Fahd 
ibn ‘Abd al-’Aziz al Sa’ud of Saudi Arabia, keeper and 
servant of the holy places of Islam. The discussions 
centered on the relations of friendship and cooperation 
existing between our two peoples which have contrib- 
uted to strengthening our ties of complementarity and 
solidarity, in keeping with the precepts of the Holy 
Koran. King Fahd’s envoy also spoke about the new 
measures that the Saudi authorities intend to take to 
ensure an orderly pilgrimage to the holy places of Islam. 


Concerning the situation in the Arab world, character- 
ized by the existence of conflicts, the head of state 
recalled that only joint efforts at understanding and 
cohesion can help to accomplish useful and lasting 
deeds. In this regard, Gen Moussa Traore deplored the 
tensions that sow division within the Islamic communi- 
ty, lead to destabilization and insecurity, and thereby 
hinder mobilization in the service of development. 


Present at the audience were the minister of foreign 
affairs and international cooperation, Mr Modibo Keita: 
the secretary general of the Presidency, Dr Ngolo Traore; 
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and the permanent secretary of the Presidency, Mr 
Diango Cissoko. The Saudi minister of state was accom- 
panied by the Saudi Arabian charge d'affaires in Mali, 
His Excellency (Raji Meri). 


Nigeria 


Paper Lauds FRG Debt Rescheduling Gesture 
AB101025 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The REPORTER appraises the visit of the West 
German president to Nigeria and says the gains of the 
visit demonstrate the friendliness between both nations. 
The paper says the debt rescheduling, which Western 
Germany conceded to Nigeria, provides a big relief for 
government to generate the income that will make future 
repayment painless. It remarks that the gesture will be 
meaningless if full advantage is not taken of the relief. 


The REPORTER pleads with Western Germany to 
extend her magnanimity to the issue of apartheid South 
Africa, and says if both countries could strive to hold a 
common view on racism, their relations will be boosted. 


Government Issues Order on Labor Factions 
AB092149 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] A Federal Government order declaring the elec- 
tions of the national executive councils and the confer- 
ences held by the two factions of the Nigeria Labor 
Congress [NLC] null and void has been published in 
Lagos. It dissolved the councils which emerged from the 
purported elections held at the said conferences and 
effected the removal from office of the officers of the 
factions, including the two general secretaries. The order 
stipulates the general functions of the sole administrator 
appointed to run the affairs of the congress for the next 
6 months. It also dissolves all the executive councils of 
the NLC in any state or part of the federation and 
removes from office all members of such councils, 
including the chairmen and secretaries. 


The order was issued by President Ibrahim Babangida in 
exercise of the powers conferred upon him by Section 2 
and 3 of the National Economic Emergency Decree of 
1985. An extraordinary gazette explains that any person 
who fails to comply with the provisions of the order 
shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine of 10,000 naira, or 
a term of imprisonment not exceeding 2 years, or both. 


Muslim Students Destroy Chapel; School Closed 
ABO091902 Paris AFP in English 1830 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Lagos, March 9 (AFP)—A polytechnic in northern 
Nigeria was closed Tuesday [8 March] after Moslem 
students destroyed an ecumenical chapel under con- 
struction there, the college secretary said. The secretary 
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of Kaduna Polytechnic said the college authorities had 
ordered students off the premises and closed the estab- 
lishment afte" Moslem students smashed down the walls 
of the chapel and broke the crucifix. Last Friday, some 
300 Moslem students held a peaceful demonstration in 
Kaduna, calling for the release of all Moslems held after 
violent religious clashes in Kaduna, Zaria, Katsina and 
Funtua a year ago, in which at least four people died. 


The chapel destroyed on Tuesday was being built in 
college grounds about 200 metres (yards) from one of th- 
five mosques in the establishment, the secretary said. 
The demonstrators had made threats against both lives 
and property, he added. Official figures said four people 
were killed in the demonstration last March, but oiher 
reports said more than 10 died while about 100 Catholic 
churches were burned down by Moslems. 


Senegal 


PDS, PIT Leaders In Custody for Questioning 
AB092629 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Abdoulaye Wade, general secretary of the Senega- 
lese Democratic Party, [PDS] some members of his 
party’s leadership, and Amath Dansokho, secretary gen- 
eral of the Party for Independence and Labor, [PIT] were 
taken into police custody yesterday evening. The leaders 
of these two political parties were questioned about the 
events following the 28 February elections, and were 
interrogated in connection with investigations into an 
attempt on the internal security of the state following the 
serious incidents Dakar witnessed in the evening of 
Sundzy, 28 February and in the morning of Monday, 29 
February. The general secretary of the LD/MPT [Dem- 
ocratic League/Labor Movement], Abdoulaye Bathily, 
was questioned and released. 


Togo 


Eyadema Receives SDAR Foreign Minister 
AB091345 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The head of state, General Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema, this morning received in audience Mansour 
Oumar, member of the Political Bureau of the Polisario 
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Front and SDAR minister of foreign affairs. Mr Man- 
sour, who was accompanied by Desti Habib, SDAR 
ambassador to Benin, bore a message from Mohamed 
Abdelaziz, president of the SDAR, to President Eya- 
dema. After the audience, Mr Mansour made the follow- 
ing statement to reporters: 


[Begin recording] | bore a message from President 
Mohamed Abdelaziz to His Excellency President Eya- 
dema who has been following the situation in the SDAR, 
and I also extended the condolences of President Abde- 
laziz and the Saharan people to President Eyadema 
[passage indistinct] [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Eyadema Receives Cuban Delegation 
AB092110 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] A three-member Cuban delegation led by Colonel 
Manuel Vila Sosa was this morning at the Presidential 
Palace in Lome. The Cuban minister of domestic trade 
and his delegation, which included Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Jorge Guiera and His Excellency Mr Herberto 
Feraudy, the Cuban envoy to Nigeria, came to deliver a 
message from Cuban head of state Fidel Castro to the 
RPT founding chairman and president of the Republic, 
General Gnassingbe "yadema. After the audience, the 
head of the Cuban delegation, Mr Manuel Vila Sosa, told 
the press that the two other members of the delegation 
and he took the opportunity to express their condolences 
to the 13 January Man, Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema. 


[Begin recording in Spanish fading into French] We can 
tell you that we had very cordial and friendly talks. We 
have just delivered a personal message from Com- 
mander in Chief Fidel Castro to President Eyadema. He 
was very pleased to receive the message and we hope that 
it will help create a more favorable climate for the 
strengthening of our relations. We also expressed to 
President Eyadema our sincerest condclences for the 
death of his son, which all the members of our delegation 
greatly regret. This has undoubtedly been a cruel blow to 
the president, but a man of his stature can remain strong 
in the face of this very painful situation, and he will. 
Thank You. [end recording] 
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